


Frequently Ask Questions (FAQ)

A. 1 was fortunate to have a wonderful family. | learned from them every day. They gave me courage.

My boyhood friend Kwame truly inspired me. Kwame means boy born on Saturday, and an American
saying says that “Saturday’s child is full of woe.” Kwame should have been. As a small boy, he reached
for what he thought was a stick. Instead it was a deadly puff adder, one of Ghana’s most poisonous
snakes. Kwame’'s right hand was bitten. To save his life, surgeons had to amputate most of his right
hand. But he persevered, doing everything the other boys did with one hand instead of two. | began to
admire Kwame and we became best friends. He never let his handicap get the best of him. He fed me
courage by example, and became my hero.

Other heroes are people I've met since who remind me in some way of Kwame.

Q. How do you deal with peer pressure?

A. Ask yourself, “‘Who are your peers?’ If you surround yourself with positive and supportive people, any

peer pressure you get might even help.

Q. What is it about America that made you want to come here?

A. Opportunity has been a major theme of my life. | grew up in a place where there was so little

opportunity. In America, opportunity seemed to be everywhere, and better yet, it seemed available to
everyone.

Q. What have you learned about America?

A. When | came to America, | learned that opportunity was everywhere, but just as in any place, you

have to work very hard to make opportunities really happen.

Q. How do you deal with cruelty?
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Frequently Ask Questions (FAQ)

A. Whenever we don’t feel empathy and compassion for someone who seems different, we are being
cruel. If we try very hard to connect with as many people, and as many different kinds of people, as we
can, we are being less cruel. If we understand what cruelty is, we can deal with it.
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